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PROJECT OF THE EXHIBITION

Jean Dupuy / The Anagrammatic Paintings

It was by chance, so he said, that Jean Dupuy realized in 1973 his first anagram.

Univers ardu en mécanique (Hard Mechanical Universe)' was constituted using the 22 letters
of the words “American Venus Unique Red,” printed on a red color pencil.

It would be ten years before the extraordinary discovery of this “equation” was claimed by the
artist as his own; and it would change the course of his work.

In 1979, Dupuy put an end to the “chapter” of his organization of collective performance
concerts?and progressively, experimentally, worked his way back to the field of “painting”—
the practice that had originally shaped him as an artist—now immeasurably differenced,
through the anagrammatic process. This started in the period 1979-1981 with his
anagrammatic portrait series® of artist friends like George Maciunas, Jackson Mac Low,
and Nam June Paik, and other distinctive figures from John Cage to Raymond Roussel—and
more significantly in a 1981 exhibition at Paris’ Galerie Jean-Claude Riedel. Deriving from
an excerpt from The Confessions by Jean-Jacques Rousseau, the show, “Le plaisir
solitaire”#(“Solitary Pleasure”), comprised two crypto-anagrammatic installations built
from the same eponymous source. Dupuy amplified this logic the following year with his
anagrammatic performance/event “To be knocked to the canvas”® at the Grommet Gallery,
New York (1982).

But it was not until early 1984 that the artist finalized the concept of his ‘anagrammatic
paintings’ which were first exhibited and published in May of the same year at the Grommet
Gallery in his “NOON”¢ exhibition. The “system” of these large acrylic on canvas paintings is
critical: they are divided structurally into two parts: the upper comprises a list/palette of
colors each written in the color it describes; the lower makes of this a text (autobiographical,
anecdotal or descriptive of his own artworks). The latter is limited by the given palette (at
the top) and by the given array of letters. An additional gambit or challenge renders the color
of the letters in the lower text determined by the order in which they appear in the palette
above.

Barely a week or so after the opening of “NOON”, Dupuy left New York permanently, returning
to France and settling in the village of Pierrefeu above Nice. It is there that, for the next
three years, he worked intensely - in near seclusion - to produce the 116 anagrams of his
book Jean Dupuy/Ypudu Anagrammiste (1987). Seventy-six of these are anagrammatic
paintings of the “first generation” (as described above). This same period also witnessed the
artist’'s development of various techniques which radically simplified the composition of his
anagrams, and the creation of works/assemblages made of found stones and objects found
in his immediate surrounding.

Over the next two decades, Dupuy would publish more than 50 books of anagrams.

The publication of Uean Dupuy / Ypudu Anagrammiste” also marked the return of Dupuy on
the art scene starting with the first one-person exhibition of his anagrammatic paintings -
“WHERE”” - at the Emily Harvey Gallery, New York, in 1988.

In the course of the 1980 and ‘90s, Dupuy’s anagrammatic work gained visibility in Europe,
and especially in Italy (thanks to the editor/publisher Francesco Conz, known for his
commitment to Fluxus). Between 1988 and 1991, Conz invited Dupuy for six-month artist
residencies in Verona and on Lake Garda, producing numerous editions of his work. Conz
was also instrumental in having Dupuy’s work included in prestigious exhibitions throughout
Italy (Mudima Foundation, Milan, 1990 - Venice Biennale, 1990, etc.)

The legacy of Conz's work remains evident today in the Foundation Bonotto’s recent
commission from Jean Dupuy of his largest work to date.
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TEXT ICONOGRAPHY

1. Jean Dupuy, Univers ardu en mécanique, 1973, gouache on paper, pencil and pen,7 7/8 x 11 1/4in.
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2. Collective Consciousness: Art Performances in the Seventies, Jean Dupuy,New York, Performing Arts Journal Publications,
1980, 245 pages, black and white, 28,5 x 21,5 cm, edition of 3000, ISBN :978-0933826274, cover drawing: Nam June Paik.



Lo eve n b r u c k 6, rue Jacques Callot t +33153108568 contact@loevenbruck.com
75006 Paris f +33153108972 www.loevenbruck.com

3.Jean Dupuy, Anagram Portraits, 1982, Jackson Mac Low, Dick Higgins, George Maciunas, Acrylic on un-stretched canvas.
Installation view of “Wiesbaden Fluxus, 1962-1982" exhibition, curated by René Block (published in the exhibition catalogue
edited by René Block, Wiesbaden, Kassel, Berlin, 1982).
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4. Poster of the exhibition « Le Plaisir Solitaire », galerie Jean-Claude Riedel, Paris, 1981.
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4. Trou verge, Paris, Jean Claude Riedel Publications, 1981, 29.5 x 21 cm, p.35.
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5. Invitation card of the exhibition « To Be Knocked To The Canvas », Grommet Gallery, New York, USA
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6. Noon : Jean Dupuy, Christian Xatrec, [S.L1.], Christian Xatrec publications, 1984, 27 pages and
invitation card of the exhibition « Noon », Grommet Gallery, New York, 1984.
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7. Invitation card of the exhibition "Jean Dupuy, WHERE", recto/verso, Emily Harvey Gallery, New York, USA, 1988.
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7. Press release of the exhibition "Jean Dupuy, WHERE", Emily Harvey Gallery, New York, USA, 1988.



Lo eve n b r u c k 6, rue Jacques Callot t +33153108568 contact@loevenbruck.com
75006 Paris f +33153108972 www.loevenbruck.com

7. Exhibition handout: photocopy on stationery with original Trou/Verge and rubber stamp.
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7.View of the exhibition «Jean Dupuy, WHERE», Emily Harvey Gallery, New York USA, 1988, Photo Emily Harvey
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7.View of the exhibition «Jean Dupuy, WHERE», Emily Harvey Gallery, New York USA, 1988, Photo Emily Harvey
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Portrait of Jean Dupuy, 1988. Photo Wilfrid Rouff.
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JEAN DUPUY

Né en1925 a Moulins, France
/Bornin 1925 in Moulins, France

Nationalités francaise et américaine / French and U.S Nationalities

EXPOSITIONS INDIVIDUELLES /SOLO SHOWS

2017

En afffinité(s) : #1 Marcel Duchamp / Jean Dupuy, galerie Loevenbruck, Paris
2014

Léon musicien, galerie Loevenbruck, Paris, France

2013

Jean Dupuy: les années collectives (1973-1983), galerie Loevenbruck, Paris,
France

2012

Jean Dupuy, General Motors Fluxus, Emily Harvey Foundation, New York, USA
Quatre millions trois cent vingt mille secondes, Galerie Loevenbruck, Paris,
France

2010

Jean Dupuy, Emily Harvey Foundation, New York

2010

Jean Dupuy en 4éme vitesse, Galerie Loevenbruck, Paris, France
Jean Dupuy, Emily Harvey Foundation, New York, USA

2008

En 4éme vitesse, Villa Tamaris, Seyne-sur-Mer, France

A la bonne heure, Villa Arson, Nice, France

2007

Jean Dupuy, Galerie Semiose, Paris, France

Jean Dupuy, MAMAC, Nice, France

2006

Ca tourne en rond, Galerie Philippe Pannetier, Nimes, France
2003

Looking at Stones, Emilie Harvey Gallery, New York, USA
Analogies, Galerie Clark, Montréal, Canada

Cailloux, Galerie Interface, Dijon, France

2000

Jean Dupuy, Musée de Genes, Italie

1999

Dupuy chez Conz, FRAC Bourgogne, Dijon, France

1998

On ne se perd pas de vue, MAMCO, Genéve, Suisse

1995

Seconde vue, Chateau de Cintrat, France

Oh! Ce court tour tourne court, FRAC Bourgogne, Dijon, France
1982

Leo’s Clock, Galerie Jean-Claude Riedel, Paris, France

1981

Jean Dupuy, Galerie de UAncienne Poste, Calais, France

Jean Dupuy, Galerie Jean-Claude Riedel, Paris, France

1978

Jean Dupuy, Galerie Marian Goodman, New York, USA

1972

Jean Dupuy, Galerie Ileana Sonnabend, Paris, France
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1971

Jean Dupuy, Galerie Ileana Sonnabend, New York, USA
1970

Jean Dupuy, Galerie lleana Sonnabend, Paris, France
1969

Jean Dupuy, Galerie Ileana Sonnabend, New York, USA
1967

Jean Dupuy, Festival d’art contemporain - Université de Rouen, France
1965

Jean Dupuy, Galerie Butterbach, Luxembourg

1964

Jean Dupuy, Galerie NOS, Duisburg, Allemagne

1963

Jean Dupuy, Galerie Paul Facchetti, Paris, France
1962

Jean Dupuy, Galerie Ateneo, Madrid, Espagne

1961

Jean Dupuy, Galerie Aujourd’hui, Bruxelles, Belgique
1958

Jean Dupuy, Galerie A.G., Paris, France

EXPOSITIONS COLLECTIVES /GROUP SHOWS

2017

Alors que j’écoutais moi aussi David, Eleanor, Mariana, Delia, Genk, Jean, Mark,
Pierre, Shima, Simon, Zin et Virginie, La Criée centre d’art contemporain, Rennes,
France

2016

Galeristes, Carreau du Temple, Paris, France

FIAC 2016, Grand Palais, Paris, France

here / there / where, FRAC Bourgogne / Bains du Nord, Dijon, France
Perceptions, Maison des arts de Créteil, Créteil, France

Le précieux pouvoir des pierres, MAMAC, Nice

Persona - Etrangement humain, Musée du quai Branly, Paris, France

2015

E.A.T. - Experiments in Art and Technology, Museum der Moderne, Salzburg,
Autriche

Cur. Kathy Battista

Words... Words... Words..., Galerie Chantal Helenbeck, Nice, France

Short Cuts, CentrePasquArt Kunsthaus Centre d’art, Bienne, Suisse

Cur. Jean-Louis Boissier & Daniel Sciboz

2014

Roulez les mécaniques, Galerie contemporaine de 'Hétel de Ville, Chinon

HA, HA, HA, New Square Gallery, Lille, France

2013

404 E 14th, Tibor de Nagy Gallery, New York, USA

Dupuy & Berberian - Chevauchements, 12Mail/Red Bull Space, Paris, France
Khhhhhhh /Langues imaginaires, Nouveau Festival /Centre Georges Pompidou,
Paris, France

Sous influences. Arts plastiques et psychotropes, La maison rouge, Fondation
Antoine de Galbert, Paris, France

Ricochet, Galerie Municipale Jean-Collet, Vitry sur Seine, France

2012

Corps et oeuvres, Biofeedback en art contemporain, espace de lart concret,
Mouans-Sartoux, France
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2011

Art et bicyclette, ’espace de art concret, Mouans-Sartoux, France

FIAC 2011, Grand Palais, Paris, France

Live2011,Vancouver, Canada

Le temps de [’écoute, Villa Arson, Nice, France

La sculpture autrement, Eco’Parc, Mougins, France

Sculptures by: Virginie Barré, Jean Dupuy, Asger Jorn, Tony Matelli, Bruno Pei-
nado, Werner Reiterer, Alina Szapocznikow, Morgane Tschiember, Galerie Loeven-
bruck, Paris, France

Biennale de Montréal - BNL MTL 2011, CIAC, Montréal, Canada

Incidents Maitrisés, Taches, coulures, éclaboussures..., Espace de Art Concret,
centre d’art contemporain, Mouans-Sartoux, France

2007

Flux, FRAC Bourgogne, Dijon, France

2006

Nous n’irons pas a Leipzig!, Galerie des Multiples, Paris, France

Varia Naturalia, Galerie Vasistas, Montpellier, France

Présentation d’oeuvres de la collection, FRAC Bourgogne, Dijon , France

Chauffe Marcel, FRAC Languedoc-Roussillon, Montpellier, France

2005

Nues & Nus, FRAC Bourgogne, Dijon, France
2004

L'art a Lire, FRAC Bourgogne, Dijon, France
2003

Dust Memories, Swiss Institute, New York, USA
1996

L’informe, Centre Pompidou, Paris, France
1993

Artec’93, Art Museum of Nagoya, Japon
1990

Pianofortissimo, Mudima Foundation, Milan, Italie
Biennale de Venise, Italie

1982

Duo, Galerie Jean-Claude Riedel, Paris, France

1981

Soundings, Neuberger Museum, New York, USA

1980

Fiir Augen und Ohren, Akademie der Kunste, Berlin, Allemagne
Ecouter par les yeux, Musée d’art moderne de la Ville de Paris - ARC, Paris, France
1978

Art Performances / Minute, Musée du Louvre, Paris, France
1976

Soho Show, Akademie der Kunste, Berlin, Allemagne

1975

About 405 East 13th street, New York, USA

1974

About 405 East 13th street, New York, USA

Soup & Tart, The Kitchen, New York, USA

1973

About 405 East 13th street, New York, USA

1972

72 /72,Grand Palais, Paris, France

1971

Art & Technology, County Museum of Art, Los Angeles, USA
1968

Some More Beginnings, Brooklyn Museum, New York, USA
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The Machine as Seen at the End of the Mechanical Age, Museum of Modern Art,
New York, USA

1965

Exposition collective, Galerie Paul Facchetti, Paris, France

Salon Comparaison, Musée d’art moderne de la Ville de Paris, Paris, France
Siete pintores de Paris, Galerie Metras, Barcelone, Espagne

Exposition collective, Galerie Blome, Wanne-Eickel, Allemagne

Exposition collective, Salon de Mai, Paris, France

Exposition collective, Musée d’art moderne de la Ville de Paris, Paris, France
Exposition collective, Musée d’art moderne, Céret, France

1964

Salon Comparaison, Musée d’art moderne de la Ville de Paris, Paris, France
Siete pintores de Paris, Galerie Ateneo, Madrid, Espagne

Exposition collective, Galerie Riquelme, Paris, France

Rencontre VI, Sigean, France

1963

Salon Comparaison, Musée d’art moderne de la Ville de Paris, Paris, France
L’art contemporain, Grand Palais, Paris, France

Exposition collective, Musée d’art moderne, Anvers, Belgique

Exposition collective, Musée d’art moderne, Bruges, Belgique

Exposition collective, Musée d’art moderne, Gand, Belgique

Exposition collective, Galerie Legendre, Paris, France

1962

Donner a voir N°2, Galerie Creuze, Paris, France

Salon Comparaison, Musée d’art moderne de la Ville de Paris, Paris, France
19671

Exposition collective, Galerie Paul Facchetti, Paris, France

1958

Salon Réalités Nouvelles, Musée d’art moderne de la Ville de Paris, Paris, France
1957

Exposition collective, Galerie Paul Facchetti, Paris, France

1955

Salon de la jeune peinture, Musée d’art moderne de la Ville de Paris, Paris, France

COLLECTIONS PUBLIQUES / PUBLIC COLLECTIONS :

Fonds National d’Art Contemporain, Puteaux, France

Centre Pompidou - Musée National d’Art Moderne, Paris, France
Fonds Régional d’Art Contemporain Bretagne, Chateaugiron, France
Fonds Régional d’Art Contemporain Bourgogne, Dijon, France

MAC, Lyon, France

The Barnes Foundation, New York, USA

The Emily Harvey Foundation, New York, USA

The Lannan Foundation, Miami, USA

Universcience / La Cité des Sciences et de l'Industrie, Paris, France





